
November 2009

Dear Members of Council,

We write to you to express our support for universal health care and to request that
the District of Columbia City Council does the same by passing a resolution to endorse the
creation of a national single payer health care system.

In our current health care system, one-third of all Americans are either uninsured or
under-insured (over 100 million persons); and, of the uninsured, over two-thirds are from
communities of color. Even with these huge gaps in health care provision, the U.S. spends
more on health care than any other industrialized country. In Washington D.C., despite the
success of the Alliance program, we are still struggling with the burden of skyrocketing
health care costs and disparities in care. A national, single payer health program would
make comprehensive health care available to all people in the US and create a single
insurance “payer,” similar to our current Medicare system, that would pay for all health care
costs. This type of system has been proven, both in the US and abroad, to save money
because it helps people prevent advanced, costly illnesses and minimizes administrative
costs.

Resolutions for single payer have been passed in over 50 municipalities nationwide and
by the U.S. Conference of Mayors. In the District of Columbia, there is broad support for
such a resolution, as evidenced by the breadth of representation of the cosigners of this
letter. Passing a resolution will affirm the city’s commitment to upholding the human right
to healthcare and will send a clear message to the country and Congress about D.C.
residents’ hope for true universal health care in our nation.
We therefore join with our colleagues in urging you to support this most comprehensive,
inclusive, and cost-efficient approach to health care reform. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

Coalition of the Uninsured and Underinsured for Single Payer
Metropolitan Washington Council (AFL-CIO)
Doctors Council of DC
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ


